
This year’s Serve Day 2007, “Taking it
to the Streets”, was celebrated throughout
the greater Ventura County Region on
June 2. It was an incredible day of unity
and fellowship for our community. More
than 2100 servants from 44 area churches
donated over 11,000 volunteer hours to
help neighbors in need. A full list of the
churches can be seen online at the
ACTION website at: www.actionvc.org
Volunteers worked at over 200 project
sites throughout Ventura County, including
a few additional locations in Los Angeles. 

Many volunteers were deeply touched
by the experience. Here are some of their
thoughts – “It was a really great day. We
all felt these people truly needed our help,
they were very happy we were there. The
unanimous feedback from our group is
that we would love to do it again! There
was another large group working at other

units in the mobile home park.
They were from the Conejo
Valley Community Church.
They were fantastic, and it
was a great feeling to work
alongside them.”

Pastor Scott of Discovery
Church in Simi Valley did
not want the experience
to end. “The common
thing I heard over and

over as I asked people how it
went was – we loved it so much we want

to do it all over again!”

A young family from Love Wins Church
worked together at the Manna Food Bank.
When they were finished, their 5-year-old
asked, “Mom and Dad, can we come back
and do this again tomorrow?”

One gentleman from Simi Valley was
the recipient of the loving works of 
volunteers. Individuals from Simi
Presbyterian Church blessed him through
their actions. 
“I couldn’t
believe so
many would
be here. All
in uniform
and ready to
work. The
housekeep-
ing and
organization
they did
would have
taken me
weeks due to
my bipolar disability. 

Thank you so much! May God bless
you all!”

Additionally, the ACTION staff would
like to express our deepest thanks to each
church point/team leader as well as the
army of vol-
unteers for
their partici-
pation in this
year’s June 2
Community
Serve Day. 
It would not
have hap-
pened with-
out your 
loving part-
nership in
His name.

June 2 Serve Day:
“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your

good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven”. Matt 5:16

Area Christians Taking Initiative on Needs 
Volume 1, Issue 2  Summer 2007

Founding 
Church Partners

Bible Fellowship Church - 
Ventura 

Calvary Chapel - 
Thousand Oaks

Calvary Community Church - 
Westlake

Evangelical Free Church 
of the Conejo Valley

Ventura Vineyard 

World For Christ - 
Conejo Valley

June 2 would not have been
possible without the financial
and resource commitment from
the following business partners:

Baja Fresh
Children’s Hunger Fund
Christian Foundation of

the West
CM Concrete
Cory Risvold Painting
Décor West
Hobbs & Sons Roll-Off Service
Home Depot
Lamppost Pizza–Newbury Park
Premier Commercial Painting
Qdoba Mexican Grill
Waste Management 
Western Bagel
White Glove Maintenance

ACTION Foundation

STAFF
Kirk Dewitt

Executive Director
Rob Orth

Director of Operations
John Franklin

Director of Finances
Kathy Donofrio

Administration

phone: 805.371.3691
email: actionfoundation@verizon.net
web: http://www.actionvc.org
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Farm Workers Report–
March 2007

“Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, 
or thirsty and give you some-
thing to drink? When did we
see you a stranger and invite
you in needing clothes and
clothe you?.......The King
will reply, ‘I tell you the
truth, what ever you did 
for one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did 
for me.’ Matt 25:37-40

Earlier this year, the Ventura County agricultural 
community as well as greater California was dramatically
affected by a record freeze that destroyed much of the region’s
produce. While this alone was financially devastating to
the region, thousands of area farm workers were without
jobs or any means of support. It was at this time that 
volunteers from ACTION Foundation, joined together
with a number of local churches and social service agencies

including Food Share, Lutheran Social Services and United
Way to assist thousands of individuals whose lives were
profoundly affected by this emergency situation. 

In six weeks time, food, clothing, and daily necessities
were gathered, assembled into emergency boxes, and 
distributed by volunteers. In all, more than 150,000
pounds of food, as well as diapers and baby formula 
were donated and distributed to over 5,000 farm workers
and their families. Another
$12,000 was received in 
financial support. In the 
spirit of love and goodwill,
toys were also donated to 
the children. Some volunteers
also participated in an
“Adopt a Family” program,
where they committed to help
a specific family through the
crisis for a 60-day time period.
Still other individuals helped
by transporting the donated
goods to distribution sites.

Community Christmas Shoppe Preview
This winter for the fourth straight

year, area churches and social service
organizations will join together to
create the “Community Christmas
Shoppes”– a place where families in
need can personally shop for their
children, choosing from brand new
toys & clothing items priced from
$1-$5. Last year, more than 10,000
items were donated, and more than
800 families took part in the pro-
gram. This year – with your help –
we can do even better!!  

As you can imagine, the coordina-
tion of such an event is a job unto
itself. We will be hosting Christmas

Shoppes in both East and West
Ventura County, please see our web-
site for more detailed information. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP…!!

We need your assistance in many
ways:

You can host a toy drive at your
church, small group, business, etc.

You can host a fundraiser to raise
money for Christmas Shoppe supplies

You can contact businesses for 
toy and Christmas wrap/decoration
donations

You can volunteer to serve on 
a Steering Committee

You can volunteer the day of the
actual event

SPANISH BI-LINGUAL 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!!

If you are interested in volunteering
or donating finances/resources,
please contact the ACTION office
at (805) 371-3691, or through our
website at www.actionvc.org

ACTION Foundation would 
like to thank the following

community partners for
their loving assistance:

Jubilee Church
Staples
Trader Joes
Manna
Food Share
Children’s Hunger Fund
Albertson’s
Rovner Construction

Thank You!
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